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Keyes, Frances Parkinson. Dinner Antoine’s. 
Messner. Nov. 18, 1948. 422p. $3.00. 


Someday, the law averages sustained, Frances 
Parkinson Keyes will have write inferior book. That 
day has not arrived. Dinner Antoine’s, Mrs. 
Keyes has added another novel the list that has made 
author major proportions the American 
She has tried her hand every form, biography, 
hagiography, travelogue, verse, and romance. this 
late date, she turns murder and suspense, suspicion 
and doubt and manages another masterful work. 


Dinner Antoine’s, Mrs. Keyes returns once more 
the Louisiana country that inspired Crescent Carnival 
and The River Road. Her return, however, not back- 
tracking process. While the architecture and the cuisine 
and the social creeds are still there, they are subordi- 
nated marked degree the characters and the roles 
that they play. All the color New 
there, the fascinating restaurants, the Mardi Gras Balls, 
the coffee clubs. Add this plot tightly 
written and shorter than usual for Mrs. Keyes and you 
have Dinner Antoine’s. 


The characters are described with customary deftness. 
There Amelie LaLande, widow, and her two daugh- 
ters, Odile and Caresse. (The very euphony “Caresse 
laLande” key the excellence the book). There 
Leonce St. Amant, husband Odile; and there the 
negro maid, Tossie, body-servant Odile. These, to- 
with Dr. Vance Perrault, form the LaLande house- 
hold. Amelie described detective “bird brain” 
who diet and careful exercise has managed look 
younger than her daughters and has dedicated her life 
the pursuit and adoration youthfulness. She wears 
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exaggerated clothing focus male attention upon her 
undoubted charms. She can weep for hours and never 
spoil her make-up: She can collapse and every fold 
her gown remains perfectly contrived that de- 
partment store dummy. Odile, the elder daughter, 
even more beautiful than the mother but she married 
man whom she irresistibly attracted even though 
she does not love him the true sense the word. She 
became the victim trembling palsy, 
disease. Her husband, philanderer from the word “go,” 
has use for her and uses her illness justification 
for taking pleasure and love where may. reaches 
even for Caresse, the younger sister, wild, untamed, beau- 
tiful creature who almost yields his seductions but 
turns back sufficient time become one the admir- 
able characters the novel. Between Tossie and Leonce 
there bitter feud that occasionally flares into open 
warfare. Perrault the typical family doctor who has 
delivered the girls and has cared for them since their 
births. 

There Russell Aldridge archaeologist fresh from the 
ruins Yucatan who can samba well even though 
scholar. There Orson Foxworth, man who has risen 
the top the financial world discarding all scruples 
and morality. the ruthless ruler Caribbean 
trading company that plots revolution order obtain 
lucrative contracts the banana republics the South. 
There his niece, Ruth Avery, daughter famous 
ambassador, through whose alien eyes the whole story 
seen and retold the reader. Add these Sabin 
Duplessis, the man whom Odile truly loves; Joe Racina, 
reporter, and his wife, Judith; Clarinda Darcoa, most 
wonderful woman, and group detectives who are 
good any that thave appeared tried and true mys- 
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teries. There are great many characters, true, but 
Mrs. Keyes well able tie them all together. 


Within ninety-five pages, Odile St. Amant found shot 
death her boudoir. one the principal 
characters with the exception Ruth Avery and Russell 
Aldridge has both motive and opportunity. Amelie has 
double motive, desire release her daughter from 
suffering and desire get rid the burden 
invalid order marry Foxworth. For the same reason, 
Foxworth could have been motivated wish set 
Amelie free marry. Leonce could have killed his wife 
because hated her, because could not take the 
younger sister while the older lived, because inherited 
considerable fortune. Caresse, for the same reason, mar- 
riage with Leonce, might have killed her. Sabin Duplessis 
might have killed for love pity. could have 
murdered the girl for pity because she was re- 
placed trained nurse. Not one the characters 
has alibi that can presented, for the truth about 
each one’s whereabouts would have led disgrace 
imprisonment. 


Having created the motives, Mrs. Keyes devotes the rest 
the book tracking down the criminal and, her 
wont, marrying all the available women all the 
available men. Because the complex motivation and 
the psychological implications that involve every one 
the characters, the novel becomes not much murder 
emotions and desires. When, addition all this, there 
Mrs. Keyes’ usual acceptance the obligations and 
duties the Catholic Faith and the need for that Faith 
living ordinary lives, the book must highly recom- 
mended. For old friends Frances Parkinson Keyes, 
this book will sustain their affection: for new readers, 
Dinner Antoine’s will make host new friends. 


Rev. Wm. Noé Field, 
Seton Hall College, 
South Orange, 


Noiiy, Lecomte. The Road Reason. 
mans, Green. Nov. 17, 1948. 240p. $3.50. 


pick Lecomte Notiy’s Road Reason after 
reading Human Destiny like turning back the pre- 
face after reading the main body work. The Road 
Reason, which fact was written earlier, presents the 
same ideas and arguments, which were later elaborated 
with greater clarity and brilliance Human Destiny. 
argues the same thesis, ably presented there, that the 
findings modern science point unerringly the need 
Creative Intelligence the modern scientific uni- 
verse and that the theory evolution particular 
shaken and rootless reed unless planted world culti- 
vated divine purpose. Its chief interest therefore lies 
the insight gives into the development the author’s 
personal philosophy and interpretation modern science. 


According Lecomte the sole bridge between 
man and the external world sensation. 
observation, then, boils down the subjective conscious 
response, which produced man’s sensory receptive 
apparatus, when kicked into gear certain radiations 
fields force. scientific fact becomes state 
series states consciousness upon whose description 
all normal observers unanimously agree. Consequently, 
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science demands twofold act faith: first, the belie 
that normal men experience the same reactions 
same stimuli; secondly, the belief, that there orde 
nature, which defined the continuity and 
monious sequence sensibly perceived phenomena. 
such stuff are our scientific laws made of! 


These laws are always summaries what has been 
served. They tell how, but not why, certain 
states are always followed others sequence 
seems bear the relation cause When 
laws are stated language preferably 
formulae, can predict what will come after, 
certain events have gone before. Scientific knowledge 
then—if the term permissible—is necessity 
the observer and way entails identity 
the real universe and the image creates the 
mind. Such identity any case would 
and would always remain incapable demonstration, 
Subjective this theory knowledge may be, repre. 
sents without doubt large cross-section our most 
advanced scientific thought. 


Moreover, Lecomte Noiiy makes brilliantly clear, 
the rock-ribbed laws science are merely statistical aver. 
ages, imposed the calculus probabilities upon mole. 
cules without end and sub-atomic particles without 
ber, all which are flinging themselves about 
less, cosmic saraband, stepped the fiddling blind 
chance. other words, while these statistical laws are 
high order precision, yet what they record the 
result absolutely disordered movements and complete 
chaos the submicroscopic level. Obviously such laws 
are concerned only with quantitative concepts, leaving 
the qualitative drop the board and furnishing 
consequence only impoverished and inadequate de. 
scription the universe terms equations, ratios and 
numbers. 

Even within the limits has thus narrowly described, 
Noiiy proves, modern science has created more 
lems than has solved. The so-called unity science 
remains only wistful and remote dream. The verdict 
modern physics that sub-atomic particles, i.e., “waves 
terminable fashion their own, obeying different laws 
than those which prevail the atomic and molecular 
level. Just there unbridged abyss between the 
sub-atomic and molecular world, between the properties 
the one and those the other, even greater 
more impassable canyons yawn between 
world and the origin life, between life and death, 
tween rudimentary living forms the higher levels 
consciousness, thought and freedom. the 
teenth century thought that all the problems were laid 
the heel were least ready for the kill, modern 
science now confesses that the answers escape us. 


After his lucid analysis modern scientific thought and 
the perplexing questions raises Lecomte 
working from strictly scientific hypotheses utilizing 


statistical methods, scientifically refutes the dogmatic 
principles and pretensions materialism and 
ism. shows that science has nothing derogatory 
say about the hypothesis God: fact has unearthed 
which admit rational solution without 
invoking principle anti-chance, namely God. 
concludes with stirring plea that science mindful 
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limitations and true its ideals, that science 
salvation, much less easy one, and that 
substitute for the moral and spiritual evolution 
man, which alone the preservation our culture and 
depends. realizes all too well that the mis- 
the West made was swap the lifegiving truths 
the Christian heritage for mess statistical and quanti- 
pottage, which left the soul unfed. 


Evidently not orthodox scholastic thinker 
his work without philosophical flaws. His book, 
however, one remarkable intellectual integrity and 
brilliance. recommended mature minds, who seek 


understand the new physics and the new science, and 
who are interested the relationship, real putative, 
modern science and religion. 
Jacklin, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


* * 


Cerf, Bennett. Shake Well Before Using. Simon 
and Schuster. Nov. 29, 1948. 306p. $2.95. 


This “new collection impressions and anecdotes, mostly 
humorous” is, contrary expectations, slightly 

plane than previous volumes, partly because 
mits most the suggestive stories that were supposed 
1946). feature the group tributes paid such 
famous humorist Will Rogers and other 
famous their fields. Many, not the 
the anecdotes concern the great near-great. The 
change international attitudes best reflected the 
Red” stories. The recent upset political poll- 
ters brings one quote Brisbane’s remark the movies 
1913: “Motion pictures,” declared, “are just pass- 
fancy and aren’t worth comment this newspaper.” 
One might tempted say the same the annual 
cartoon books and humorous anthologies but their 
number and heavy sales show that the pub- 
are taking them these collections go, 
this one the best that you must read anecdotes, 
this will amuse, not edify, the average adult. 


You Can Change the World. 
Nov. 29, 1948. 387p. $3.00. 


The Christopher-Movement was begun 1945 Father 
lames Keller Maryknoll. Although there organi- 
ation, and dues are charged, yet literature this sub- 
act being sent free charge 120,000 persons. the 
book develops the ideas that has been re- 
for the past three years, and draws plan 
ampaign for the Christophers the present and the 
future. 

the introduction Father Keller brings out the purpose 
the Christophers: counteract the harmful influence 
Communism and materialism putting Christian 
into practice one’s daily life. urges more 
become teachers, authors, labor-organizers, 
employees, etc., order able wield 
influence upon the minds others. But even 
who cannot so, mothers families, students 
during their high-school college course, can still become 
Christophers. 


Keller, James, M.M. 


longmans, Green. 


Cerf Keller 


successive chapters shows how Christian principles 
are extremely important the specific fields activity 
that has enumerated, and illustrates his point con- 
crete examples. lays down the basic rules for those 
who have occasion speak public the Christopher- 
Movement, who write the President the United 
States, members Congress, the publisher magazine, 
the owner movie-house when Christian ideals are 
stake. The spiritual life not neglected and sug- 
gests certain practices piety which Catholics particu- 
lar should follow every day. There brief explanation 
number catchy maxims, such “Share the Truth, 
don’t hoard it”; “Be more ‘go-giver’ than 
brings his work fitting close quota- 
tions from which illustrate his thesis. 


Father Keller warns the reader advance that the very 
nature his subject requires much repetition, but 
relieves the monotony his easy and familiar style and 
wealth interesting anecdotes. His book will make 
realize the possibilities good our own neighbor- 
hood and walk and how little extra effort 
can help combat the power the 
and the growing spirit materialism. But one cannot 
help wondering whether his methods are the most effec- 


tive “change the world.” 


has deliberately avoided any organization for the 
Christophers and relies instead upon individual initia- 

But history proves that unorganized movements 
generally ended failure. For example, the 
eleventh century lay investiture threatened reduce the 
mere officials the civil governments feudal 
nobility. Catholics sought their own 
way bring about reform but vain. Success only 
came when Catholics were banded together and acted 
unit under papal leadership. not the strength 
the Communists due great part their splendid 
organization? 


Throughout the book the author, who writes for the 
average reader, gives the impression that Christian prin- 
ciples are always easy determine. While this may 
true some cases, others very difficult, can 
judge from the condemnation errors about the liturgy 
and the Mystical Body our present Holy Father. 
prevent the faithful from going astray the recent 
Sovereign Pontiffs have devoted much care and attention 
Encyclicals such difficult questions labor, mar- 
riage, education, and the relationship between the Church 
and Civil Authority. The study these documents from 
the Holy See, and general sound religious formation, 
given, for instance, Sheed his Theology and 
Sanity, should essential pre-requisites for every Chris- 
topher. Otherwise more harm than good may the 
result. One the reasons for Luther’s revolt against 
the Church was his defective training scholastic philo- 
sophy and theology. 


third question comes about non-Catholics, who 
possess only one the other Christian truth. Father 
Keller urges them spread such truths and justifies this 
for three reasons. (a) “He (Christ) did not keep 
His disciples waiting for years until their instruction would 
perfect that they would certain not misrepre- 
sent Him” (p. 316-7); (b) The acceptance one Chris- 
tian principle “more often than not, arouses voluntary 
desire for more but even this does not lead 
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gradual adoption the whole, insignificant gain 
have shrewdly seen that sounder missionary ap- 
proach get people move step step towards Marx- 
ism over period years than expect them 
advance too far, too quickly” (p. 318). 


One may question the validity these arguments. (a) 
Christ’s concern with the preservation the whole truth 
was great that sent upon His Apostles “The Spirit 
Truth” and endowed His Vicar earth with infalli- 
bility matters faith and morals. And did not St. 
Paul say: “But even angel from Heaven 
should preach Gospel you other than that which 
have preached you, let him anathema” (Gal. 1:8). 
(b) The acceptance one Christian dogma the neglect 
denial the others led the sixteenth century the 
break-up Christendom, and the present-day doc- 
trinal disintegration Protestantism. The delegates 
the various Protestant denomination Amsterdam 
August this year tried desperately find basis for 
unity, for they realize that their religious divisions render 
them almost powerless the settlement world-affairs. 


(c) Communists may find necessary deceive their 
“converts” their ultimate aims, but surely Catholics 
need not follow such tactics. far sounder approach 
would present the credentials the CatholicChurch 
any prospective Christopher from the very outset. 
can shown how our Church supplanted paganism 
throughout the Roman empire, civilized the barbarians 
from across the Rhine, and built the most enduring 
elements our western culture. Then should ex- 
plained him that the disasters the twentieth cen- 
tury are direct consequence the repudation limita- 
tion the Church’s authority since the sixteenth cen- 
tury. And finally the logical conclusion should drawn 
the representatives Catholic Action did 
recent Congress: “National and International peace will 
only real, fertile, and lasting the measure which 
the peoples are united the Faith Christ, the love 
the Church, and the practice the Christian 
virtues.” 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
St. Clement’s Mission House, 
Ephrata, Pa. 


Winfield, Gerald China: The Land and the 
People. Sloane. Dec. 1948. 437p. $5.00. 


China making the front pages almost every day this 
month (December), fact which perhaps pleases Dr. 
Winfield say nothing the American Institute Pacific 
Relations which co-operated with the publisher bringing 
this book you and me. the outset the author ham- 
mers away the conviction wishes each reader gain: 
“Deeper than the demands philanthrony, and 
religion, more fundamental than political 
economic needs, our stake Asia has now become 
matter the survival our democracy and our standard 
living, even our very existence free people” (p. 8). 
you believe that China’s future will determine our 
you believe that shall become ruined 
and stricken nation unless the level living 
China Before you answer with em- 
phatic “No” would advisable read this fact-packed 
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book. The author spent the period from 1932 1945 
China, research biologist. became 
first hand with every stratum Chinese life, 
the poorest. knows the Chinese and knows the; 
language and their problems. 

Preliminary the chapters which deal detail wit, 
Chinese agriculture, diet, clothing, shelter, health, 
tion, language, etc., Dr. argues that our 
can way life can survive only global wars are 
vented future. uses such fighting sentences these: 
“Force alone cannot protect our way life” and “We 
presented with choice fighting our way into 
building our way into lasting prosperity” (p. 10), 
convinced that the present misery and 
China are not lessened, World War III will come 
That, believes, will for all practical purposes the 
end civilization. Five hundred million people, 
fourth the total population the world, must 
into our serious consideration, according this writer. 


The solution, there one, will not reached easily 
soon. learn that practically all the Chinese live 
area less than half large the United States. Some 
sections China are incapable supporting many people 
even the sections that are inhabited must farmed 
greater care than necessary most parts the United 
States. There are fifteen hundred Chinese per square 
mile cultivated land; here the corresponding figure 
fifty-three. all the cultivated land must 
gated. The farms, which average four acres size, make 
efficient farming practically impossible, yet there 
simple solution. 1929 the per capita income the 
United States was about $650; China the corresponding 
was $20. 


Since there little iron ore high quality, the author 
spends many pages discussing the possibility indus 
trializing China sufficient degree raise the standard 
living least little. long range plan, which might 
increase the national income $90,000,0C0,000 the 
end the century discussed. That would permit per 
capita income about $170. help accomplish this, 
the author advocates birth control measures, because 
China’s increasing about 4,000,000 year 
present 342). does not believe that China will 
solve any her problems going Communist, does 
not believe that Communism can industralize China, 
cause there simply will not the capital available that 
will required. Although not enthusiastic about the 
Government Chiang, has more faith 
than promises made Moscow. The final chapter, 
“The Challenge outlines the which 
America should take solve which 
left unsolved, believes will ruin this nation, well 
the rest the world. provocative chapter. You 
will read newspaper more intelligently after you have 
studied this book. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 

Loyola University 

Chicago, Illinois 


Mikolaiczyk, Stanislaw. The Rape Poland. 
Graw-Hill. Nov. 1948. 309p. $4.00. 


From diplomatic point view, the appearance the 
recent “now can told” series books ominous. 
The authors, responsible officials, withheld their 


tions 

others 
value. 
matic 
gains 

Premi 
ple 
but 
Roose 
ises 


The 
ruthle 
the 
the 


The 
Polish 
trial 
the 
feels 


This 
for 
cernin 
able 
sions 
the 
ped; 
Wer 
studer 


Sartre 
Nov. 

The 
the 
four 
stroke: 
pas 
crawli 
hatred 
hat 
nothir 
slobbe 
can 
but 
these 

tions 
But 
down 
chee! 


cae 
al 


Best SELLER 


1945 
ife, 
knows 


detail 
ealth, 
our Amer. 
wars are 
nces these: 
and “We are 
into poverty 
rity” (p. 
will come 
purposes the 
people, one. 
taken 
writer. 


hed easily 
inese live 
tates. Some 
nany people 
farmed with 
the United 
per square 
ing figure 
nust 
size, make 
there 
the 


the author 
indus 
standard 
vhich might 
the 
per 
mplish 
es, 
per year 
China will 
does 
China, 
ailable that 

about the 
ore faith 
which 
which 
well 
pter. You 
you have 


ersity 


nce the 
ominous. 


DECEMBER 15, 1948 


tions until conditions their native lands became hope- 
But from historian’s viewpoint, this book, and 
others which have appeared recently, can great 
value. Gradually are seeing the full picture diplo- 
matic blunders which largely nullified the military 
gains the last war. 


Premier Mikolajczyk tells first the betrayals his peo- 
ple diplomatic meetings, from the Molotov-Ribbentrop 
conferences Teheran and Yalta. Poland suffered cruel- 
from the calculated power politics Hitler and Stalin, 
but fared even worse with the cheery improvisations 
Roosevelt. The now notorious acceptance vague prom- 
ises from the Kremlin meant the death-knell Poland’s 
independence. 


The second major section the book treats the gradual 
Poland. Every concession made led 
still great demands. Any show independence was 
ruthlessly crushed. Finally Mr. Mikolajczyk realized that 
the struggle was hopeless. escaped tell his tale 
the world. 


The author definitely lays the Katyn Forest massacre 
Polish officers the Russians. notes the irony 
having the murderess thousands Polish officers sit 
trial the more guilty Nazis. Indeed, comparing 
the behavior both groups his native land, the author 
feels that the Nazis were the lesser evil. 


This book valuable, not only part history, but 
for contemporary guidance. Today are hearing con- 
cerning China, another victim Yalta, that may 
able live with its Communist rulers. The lesson 
Poland teaches otherwise. too much hope that 
principle rather than expediency will govern all the deci- 
sions nations, may least learn from Poland that 
the Soviet Union cannot appeased. must stop- 
ped; cannot bought off. 

recommend this book for general readers and all 
students contemporary history. moderate and 
convincing tone and readable style. 


Rev. John Cronin, 
Washington, 


Sartre, Anti-Semite and Jew. Schocken. 


Nov. 1948. 153p. $2.75. 


The French anti-Semite (Sartre expressly limits himself 
the situation France) about attractive leper 
four days dead. psychological portrait trenchant 
strokes and jangling colors, shown dominated 
passions resulting from preconceived idea the Jew; 
crawling with unprovoked hatred; perverse lover that 
hatred which makes his faith; mediocre; bourgeois; 
impervious reason experience; coward, shouting 
Jews” but only crowd; lazy mind; knowing 
nothing modern society; fine, pathological pig 
slobbering hatred wallow unreason. the Ameri- 
can eye and ear, the totality Sartre’s composite picture 
but rarely exists any one anti-Semite although most 
these manifestations become familiar according varia- 
tions person and circumstance. 

But this only superficial stuff. When the reader gets 
down the psychoanalytic portrait the anti-Semite, 
finds that the latter really—of all things!—a Mani- 
thee! The anti-Semite sets himself the 
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Good fighting endless, uncompromising war against the 
principle Evil, the Jew. Ormazd, the Jew 
Ahriman. fine literary figure doubt, but that not 
all. The anti-Semite subconsciously loves the Jew (in the 
good old Freudian “libido” meaning the word) be- 
cause Manicheeism reveals “deep seated attraction to- 
wards evil.” Like Sartre’s friend who contemplated girls 
bathing suits only rage them and who made sure 
his rage was sustained frequent contemplation 
possible, Manicheeism contemplates evil without inter- 
mission. 

Naturally, the anti-Semite’s hatred makes him sadist 
again the impurest Freudian sense). However, 
has any Jewish friends who “are not like the others,” this 
not contradiction but rather “inversion” the 
sadistic tendency. any case, the anti-Semite and sadist, 
whether inverted simply perverted, wishes the death 
the Jew. criminal heart rebelling against 
the authority that permits the Jew be. 


The Jew, the other hand, condemned leper 
(not yet dead). intense social sense, his devotion 
the buying power money, his constant quest for the 
Gentile approval, makes him cursed acts the “au- 
thentic” Jew, “chooses (himself) Jew,” cursed 
plays the “inauthentic” Jew, i.e., seeks “to distinguish 
(himself) radically from the acts catalogued ‘Jewish’.” 
Briefly, the situation the Jew such that everything 
does turns against him.” Again, this constitutes merely 
psychological hen-scratching the surface reality. 
Leave psychoanalysis make the “inauthentic” 
Jew masochist. enjoys having himself kicked around 
“as inanimate thing,” because that means abdi- 
cates responsibility. acquires taste for suffering. His 
rationalism, which should “youthful and lively love 
men,” becomes for him “avenue flight.” The lot 
the “authentic” Jew not complicated. merely 
suffers prolonged martyrdom for his self-assertion. 


One other character enters into the question, the demo- 
crat. represents the piddling type well-intentioned 
idiot who tries help the Jew but with Sophoclean irony 
succeeds only hurting him. His tragic fault lies that 
“saves the (Jew) man and annihilates him 
Jew.” Weirdly enough, this conclusion derives from the 
premise that the democrat recognizes man—man 
always the same all times and all places.” Then 
the symphonic finale rhetorical tour force, Sartre 
calls for all-out rally around the flag liberal, con- 
crete humanism the first step the solution the 
problem. 

Not word about justice graces page. Much less word 
about charity. Still less about principles which 
morality attitude and action may guided. Truly, 
Existential principles are applied but inconsistent 
fashion almost ridiculous. Sartre believes 
humanism but does not believe man man. 
quote Blondel, fundamentally, logical that this 
which has brought the mind down the level 
the irrational should bring transcendence down the 
level the unreal.” 

Anti-Semite and Jew may help hate anti-Semites, most 
certainly fails help the Jew. The anti-Semite patho- 
logical, the Jew pathological, the democrat ninny. 
Apart from few keen psychological observations, this 
book contains some the most useless and arrant—and 
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admitted, some the most fascinatingly written— 
bosh ever compressed within the small span one hun- 
dred-and-fifty-three pages. not even worth reading 
for laughs for these are too much trouble extract. 


Incidentally, the works Sartre have reached their ulti- 
mate recognition their addition the Index. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
West Baden College, 
West Baden Springs, Indiana 


Lamb, Harold. The City and the Tsar, Peter the 
Great and the Move the West, 1648-1762. Double- 
day. Nov. 18, 1948. 350p. $4.50. 


his newest study Russian history, Harold Lamb con- 
cerns himself mainly with the conflict between the East 
and West Russia—a problem more than academic 
interest the year 1948. Moscow, the city, geographic- 
ally European, culturally Byzantine, racially mixture 
Nordic, Slav and Tartar, 1648 had extended its author- 
ity far out into the land-mass Asia. The question was 
this: Would the city control the continent? would the 
continent control the city? 


Alexis, the first Czar face the problem, influenced 
his chancellors, turned toward Europe, anxious employ 
Moscow channel for the transmission Western 
culture Russia. Whatever his failings, and they were 
many, Alexis was prudent man who realized that the 
introduction Western civilization must gradual 
process. Not his son Peter, known history Peter 
the Great, who forced Russia swallow large doses the 
material “culture” Western Europe. Strangely enough, 


Peter, important historically for his efforts establish 
windows toward the West the Baltic and Black Seas, 
the last years his life transferred his interest Asia. 
His successors, however, renewed interest the West, 
until, under Catherine the Great, cultural chasm separ- 
ated the Westernized nobility from the Russian people. 


Following his usual pattern, Lamb weaves dextrously 
into the fabric his historical narrative numerous 
graphical sketches. these, the most important the 
long account Peter the Great. Lamb’s portrait the 
paradoxical Peter follows neither the laudatory ebullitions 
the early nineteenth century historians who eulogized 
Peter one the greatest history’s great men, nor 
the party-line biographers who, present, declare Peter 
prototype Lenin and Stalin. Rather his inter- 
pretation Peter based, general, Kliuchevsky, 
the most able Russian historians. Exercising his talent 
for making the past live, Lamb rebuilds from contempor- 
ary sources the tense drama the age Peter the Great. 


Peter, physical giant, was some ways mental midget. 
Fascinated Western mechanical instruments, Peter mas- 
tered their operation but never understood, nor did 
make any great attempt understand, their nature. 
Peter, people were many mechanical instruments 
manipulated, operated, used serve his pur- 
poses. Human nature, too, was beyond the ken the 
Czar. tried understand, but Peter, who, despite 
his acceptance the externals Western civilization, 
remained his heart Russian, never mastered the psy- 
chology his people. strong-willed ruler, autocrat, 
Peter was determined that where went his people 
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would follow. Peter turned the West politically 
economically, and “culturally.” His people, held th: 
age-old lure the East, were reluctant 
equipped training and temperament for the role 
reformer, Peter knew but one means winning 
ance—force. The Russian people paid grim price 
the mental inadequacies Peter the Great. 
crushing all opposition, carried his Western ven. 
tures, only become convinced grew older tha 
Russia’s natural interest lay Asia. 


word warning—anyone seeking sensational 
the erotic adventures Peter the Great will sadly 
the discreet, moderate treatment found 
The City and the Tsar. If, however, you appreciate 
gloriously readable historical narrative; 
“What past prologue” and are interested trans 
lating the experience the past into 
the present, here book which will supply both 
enjoyment and grist for your mental mill. 

Frank Gerrity, 

Department History, 

University Scranton 


McCord, David. About Boston. 
Flavor and Inflection. Doubleday. 
192p. $2.50. 

“Boston, like every loveable old city the world, has 
heen the subject great number books. She has 
been evaluated terms praise and disparagement, 
light and dissatisfaction.” However David 
essays “the land the bean and the cod,” cannot 
considered essays that are warm, pleasing, and 
nitely satisfying any reader who interested Boston 
and Bostonians. 

Dismissing the outset the usual criticisms Boston— 
its peculiar accent, dirty streets, city government, and 
book-banning author concerns himself with the 
dull red brick walls that give Boston its shape and 
color. 


The first stop the readers tour Boston dis 
cussion the weather. succinct manner, with inter- 
iections humor which are quite common throughout 
the book, David McCord states that the weather “is 
simply problem” and that old Bostonians mention 
only comparative terms. spite its problematic 
conditions the author does indicate that Boston can 
claim “one the very best climates for productive work, 
physical energy, and general well being.” Then after 
digression Bostonian cuisine, few which are new 
this Cantabrigian, the reader introduced the main 
land marks that make Boston what really is. 


leisurely and easily readable manner, guided 
through the Common, the Public Garden, historic North 
End, Boston’s junior Symphony—the Esplanade, feasts 
his eyes Bulfinch’s Federalist architecture typified 
the State House and the Massachusetts General Hospital. 
regaled with the author’s description 
Friday the life the late music and dramatic critic 
the now defunct Boston Transcript—H. Parker. 
although prolific writer, could qualify quite easily for 
what the world calls character.” 


The remaining portion the author’s 
things interest common only 
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higher education the United States, its blue salt 
water, and most beautiful season the 
Mr. McCord’s contribution Bostonese will defi- 
nitely make his legal one. This may 
all classes readers. 


Timothy Scully, 
University Scranton 


* * 


Queen, Ellery. Ten Days’ Wonder. Little, Brown. 
Oct. 1948. 265p. $2.50. 


The “ten days’ wonder” analogous the crimes, real 
fancied, against the Decalogue which Ellery Queen pins 
member the Van Horn household. The scene 
Wrightsville, the town earlier Queen successes de- 
duction, some whose citizens reappear 
characters are Diedrich Van Horn, self-made mil- 
and generous philanthropist; his adopted son, 
Howard, whom Diedrich has induced father-complex 
well his beautiful step-mother, also ward; Wolf- 
Diedrich’s vulture-like brother, who helped amass 
his fortune after the death their fire-and-brimstone, 
fundamentalist father; their mother, ancient, mummi- 
fed crone who slips furtively about the mansion mumb- 
ling condemnatory passages from the Old Testament. 


The action opens with Howard Bowery flop-house, 
blood-stained, and bewildered whether 
may have been victim aggressor the 19-day interval 
ince was lucid. Queen, one-time Paris acquaintance 
ville and determine what may causing the black- 
and what has been happening during their occur- 
the Van Horn home, Queen learns how mat- 
stand between Howard and his step-mother; what 
have taken place the library; how Howard’s 
ancestry traced; and how two graves lonely ceme- 
are desecrated. When murder occurs Queen 
who evolves theory identify the murderer and 
analyze the cause. But since the hook only four- 
finished this time, the reader knows there must 
further developments come. Hence not sur- 
that the next pages produce clues hitherto 
over. Final score: three dead. 

The book the accepted Ellery Queen technique, 
the master brain reasoning cause from effect without 
concrete clues. The reader never has chance, 
the true the false hypotheses advanced 
the case. Those readers who accept the graveyard 
will have loyal, unquestioning fans. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Sheed and 


Sheed, Guest-room Book. 
Ward. Oct. 334p. $3.50. 


the captious critic who may say that most can’t 
have guests our apartments houses, often 
small for our own families, reply that one might 
look upon the fortunate reader the guest the 
perhaps ensconced comfortable chair the 
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ante-room that famous publisher’s office. Moreover, 
might look forward the hope having guests 
being invited which latter case you can reverse the 
tables and present the fortunate host with delightful 
anthology one might expect from the treasures 
Sheed and Ward’s list. Light and serious are well blended. 
From the lightness Nicholas Bentley’s drawings, through 
Chesterton’s love letters and those Bloy pass through 
stories and drinking songs, poetical sprigs from Feeney 
and essays from Claudel and Gill until come the 
piece resistance, Shepherd’s Murder Nunnery 
its entirety. Onwards variety pieces death, 
among the best selections the volume, and further 
series essays, verse, and biographical sketches. Like 
the earlier Sheed and Ward Samplers and surveys, this 
provides the cream their authors together with some 
the best other writers. 


prove its worth scholarship point out that the 
cataloger and bibliographer will able correct 
entry for portion The Coloured Lands reads 
warn you, “There escape from blame sol 
not nourished upon the best.” The Guest-room 
does not contain all the best but will lead you toward 
great deal it. 


Milne, Birthday Party, and Other Stories. 
Dutton. Nov. 17, 1948. 256p. $3.00. 


Fifteen stories, four which have appeared elsewhere, 
make this collection. Inconsequential trifles embody- 
ing social comedy and modest flights imagination, they 
are slight plot, airy atmosphere, and whife 
they are pleasant reading add nothing Milne’s literaty 
stature. 


Most substantial the fifteen the opening story the 
mild man who celebrates the birth his long- 
desired son (the son that achieve all the successes 
denied his father) dining solo fashionable restaur- 
ant and there drawn into mild little adventure involv- 
ing manicurist and wealthy Akin 
tone “Tristram,” the account the soldier whose 
father shared him life and death with lonely, dying 
neighbor. Two the tales are mystery-and-murder plots. 
Three explain the way really was the case Hanni- 
bal before Saguntum, Shakespeare’s writing Bacon’s essays 
vice-versa, and the devastating pestilence which 
the Old Testament tells followed David’s numbering 
the Jews. There are faint overtones Wodehouse 
several the stories, but nothing like his lustier brand 
fantastic episode and insane 


All the stories are good taste but bit short weight. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 


Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


our December 1948 issue (Volume No. 17) 
did not list Elizabeth, Captive Princess Margaret Irwin. 
Harcourt. Dec. 1948. 246p. $3.00, the January 
selection the Literary Guild. 


as 
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Christmas Gift Suggestion 


Parents, teachers, priests, nuns, friends, relatives, 
anyone who interested reading who must 
direct the reading activities others will appre- 
ciate subscription 


BEST SELLERS 
The Semi-Monthly Book Review Service 


year’s subscription $2.50 ($3.00 Canadian 
and Foreign) will bring entertainment and valu- 
able comment modern books the recipient 
throughout the year. Timely, thorough and com- 
petent reviews modern books shortly after 
publication will bring valuable information all 
who wish know what being published today. 
your request will send Christmas card 
directly the recipient your gift. 


BEST SELLERS 
University Scranton 
Scranton Pa. 
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